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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DD/l 

K 

FROM : AD/RR 

subject: Short Brief on Soviet Naval Construction 


date: 10 November 1955 




1. In response to your request of a few days ago, I am submitting 
the enclosed brief on Soviet naval construction. As I understood 
the request, the Director also desired to have a brief rundown on the 
intelligence production activities within the community on this 
subject . 


2. I hope that the enclosed provides basic answers to his 
inquiries . 
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807IET KAYAI C OBSTRUCTION 


Availabil ity of Intelligence <aa Soviet Baval Construction . 


** f nfarMfttion Soviet naval eons tr action has been con - 

stantly ^iainiahing since 1950. This tie dine is das to 25X1 A2c 

virtual cessation or the return of pr:u5*!55^!!^35^^™ 



2. Currently, observational reports are largely H al ted to attache 
reports on the Leningrad ares, in which about 30 percent of naval produo- 

r *f * occasioml C£ reports on the Leningrad and Black 

rft,*”**; * ffor *® to cover their naval shipbuilding efforts, by 

S*** 5 ? °\ Priacipfl i production centers to travel and by housing of con- 
structioa in covered ways and by screening of open ways, i* reducing the 
value of observational reports. 
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Jfeisas sev sources of infoxmtion bee ewe available, future esti- 
soastruction wUl necessarily be based on past production, 
intStioM? 8 ^ rlVe °* detalled studies of facilities, end estimated 


II, 


Estimated Pro duction of Soviet Baval Vessels, 1952-55 , 


®f 0r *J*J info - nEation on Soviet naval construction by listing 
new vessels placed in operation with the Soviet Fleet together with a 

^ SmVB ^tteteristics. CIA/ORR, on the other hand, 

*5”! 1 + nL 1 ° a 3J m u & 1 » roductit5a i reported in standard displace- 

»ent tons and by numbers and types of vessels, which is a measure of the 

duct^ C fi*t.f° r + ® 3 ^ P# J d !£; is cIo *« agreement between CIA/CSIE pro- 

opertttion* timte8 * Bd *** iafarHfiti0a regarding new vessels placed in 


° f ' Stl “ t * d 3OTiet Production, 

Sovist Baval Production. 


1952-55, 


Cruiser 

Destroyer 

Submarine 

Minesweeper 
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1952 
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195^ 

1955 

3 

3 
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19 

17 

18 

12 

18 

26 

62 

91 

20 

20 

20 
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50 
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1. Xa tbs re cawm 1 ty, €WI, CIA/ORB, a®} AfOIlf ai? pr..- 

dues intelligence ©a Soviet naval SMbtrartie®. X» OKI, three Branches of 
the Intelligence Production Bivisioa (see the chart, Enel. i) ere eoneerneA 
vttb je-ednetioa for is&seetlon 1 (Shipbuilding) under Section @* (haau- 
feeterih* ewi Comtruelioa) of US 26 (USSR) nod is prepar ing estlastes of 
ambers end characteristic s of nee teas tract, ion of Soviet navel vessel e 
beaming operational. 

2, In CIA/dF® the Shipbuilding Breach, Industrial Division {f mm ie 
Research Aren), 4oea researeh in depth cm the eemMte aspects of Soviet 
naval conetruotioc. these studies tehe the fens of details! yard studies 
of facilities end over-nil coast ry atos&lne of send and ms ’heat neneirue- 
t-lon fintei toward capabilities, ingat*, and. the inpsrt on the ecooaey 
of ‘urreat eorntructian. 

3« AFSO produces inteHigwasse os shipbuilding rapabll ities la eoanea- 
tion with Air Barest studies. 

b. An 1IC Bribe mnlttee on Shiphailclai? ms famed ie H-ijr 1955 . Its 
yr leery wort to -late has been la defining research and collection defi- 
ciencies and la the >5evel opeent of an agreed eetbodolsgy for est Seating 
shipyard capability. Interagency vorttng relationship# are very good. 
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